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BISTCRIC SITES SUMMARY SHIET

Date Ce 1760

ITouse or Indian Queen Yavern

.4. Rte, #450, Bladensourg

The George “ashingion ocuse 1s a two-and-one-half story bricx

structure, Tive bays wide, wiih wide central doors in octh stories
of the main (es5i) facade., Tne gamible end walls, at each of which

riszg an exterior chimmey, ave laid in Flemish oond. The main
de. laid irn common bond, is coverad by a tWo siory porch. iuch
of the r2ar (wesi) wall is hiddern by a later Iwo Story additione.
This ssructure was C ed circa 1750 by Jacob Jirt as
part of a comusrcial com
a billiard hall, tavern and blacksmith shop. From 1774 to 1783,
the conplex was rented and ru y Peter Carnes, who in 1784

carriasd out the first a21loon ascents in America.
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e George Wasnington House snined its namne from the tradisicn
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that George Jzshington lodged in it, odut rasearc ch indicases tnat
+
o

the shructhurs was nnt us:zd 28 & tan erﬂ/ﬂﬂn until

J
Civil War. It szrved this function uniil recomt.y
Prince George's Juveees purcnssed the building and
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it non contains g musSeum o7 Srince Georce's Councty hi
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iplex which included a store (vnis struciurs),
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. « Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
o {Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . . Maryland
AN ’ ’ - [counTy: ’

: .~ _NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES : - ) .

4 © INYENTORY — NOMINATION FORM : P oy

ENTRY DAYTE

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

. rf NAME A - e S N A '-. g g R T

C OMMON: ' .. o . . . e .

Georece Washington House
AND/OR HISTORIC: . -

. Indiar Qnéen Tavern
f2. vocaTiON - ~
- SYREET ANQONUMSBER: . -

Baltimore Avenue at Upshur Street
CITY OR TOWN: . .

Bl adenéburg . . Fourth

STAYE . T cope |COUNTY: : CODE

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Marvlarnd
l3-' CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY - _ o OWNERSHIP o STATUS
(Check One) ’

Prince Ceorge's 0=3

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

[ District (R Building ] Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[ Site D Structure X} Privote - _ [ in Process = Unoccupied [0 Restricted .

[] Object ) Both ; D Being C°“‘id°"d. @ Preservation work ;] Unresmicted
. . in progress E Neo

CTIONS

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) .

O Agriculturel - O Government [ Perk ° . . D.Transportoﬁon {3 Comments
[J Commercial O ndustriol . [ Privote Residence . (X Other (Specify)
[J Educotional O Militery " [ Religious ~ . vacant- .
[ Entertoinment [ Museum - O Scientific .. bei“" ‘re<T_Qred i

[4. OWNER GF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME: .

IN S

.34V .LS

Prince Ceorcets Jaycees, Inc
STYREEY AND NUMBER: 7 -

PUTTAICHN

P. 0. Box 14 i i
ciYy OR'TOWN_: . SYATE: - ~ODF

__Maryland _.04

S EE

.. ~ratteville - - — —
{5 LOCATICN OF LEGAL SESCRIPTION 20l »i i o
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Prince George's County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER: 7 e

I TOSUTI
tALNNOD

Main Sireet
CIiTY OR YOWN: . STATE CODE

3

D
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a e Upper “zrlboro - : Maryvland
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‘REZSEINTATION INEXISTHG SURVEYS ST
YITLE.OF SURVEY: -

Historic American Bunildings Survew
DATE OF SURVEY: qqrQ i Federol [ Stote - [} County {0 Loco!

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: .

.
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Librarv of Congress
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- lT DESCRIPTION ) T L T e s .
. {Check One) .
/ 0 . Excellent O Good . [ Foir £ Deteriarated D Ruins [0 Unexposed
Rk CONDITION p - (Check One) - o (Check One)
\\ . ) . K] Altersd [J Unaltered : N - [0 Moved @ Driginal Site

IDESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OPRIGINAL (if kvown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .'

The George -Washington House is a fairly simple but, impressive in contrast
to its surroundings, two and one-half story brick structure with basic
mid-and late eighteenth century characteristics. The principal facade
_ js five bays in width, with wide centrally located doors at both first

. | and second floor levels. It appears that the fenestration is original

: and all openings excepting the main entrance have flat arches of stiretcher

brick; the first floor door is headed by an tnusual sepentine shaped arch
of molded stretcher brick. While there is_preéently a one-story porch
“across the facade it is appzrent that it was preceeded by one of two
stories, with 'a gallery at the second floor level; it was not immediately
| discernable whether or not the previous porch was .part of the original
_| exterior plan, although the second floor door appears original from
casual observation. On the front slope of the roof are ihree pedizented
dormers that are later introductions but which may have replaced ones of '
similar detail. . R <

o atnes e —

335

At each end of the building is 2 single exterior chimmey,- each matching
in detail. Both have irregular weatherings, those sloping toward the
_rear being somewhat longer than”thosp_slopiné toward the fronts. The
chimey stacks themselves are set in from the back wall of the chimney,
flush to the attic gable walls, giving the impression that they were orig-
inally free-standing, although ‘there is no discernable evidence that they
~ were ever. altered. . R ' : : e

s ®

1 Toward the east side of both chimney bases is a single flat arched door.
The one on the south end appears. 1o be -an alteration of a previous window, |
while that on the north end has been so Treworked and filled in' that

_establishing its criginal appezrance is difficult from the exterior. Ad-
jacent to the east side of the south chimmey is 2 small segmental arched
window of header brick_and two small attic windows within the gable; aside
from the bricked in door at the morth end the only other opering is a
single small window at the attic level.’ -

§NOILDONYLSNI

Much of the Tear (west) wall of the house is hidden by a later, two-stoTy
addition. However, two irregulerly positioned windows remain exposed to- A
ward the south end at. the second floor level. On the rear roof. slope are o ‘
~two pedimented dormers, each positioned toward the ends of the house. o '

Of interest on the exterior of the main house is the Flemish bonding of
" the end xalls; contrasting to the common .bond of the principal facade-- *
the difference is brickwork leading credance to the theory that a gal-
leried porch was part of the original plan. All four wvalls were at sorce _
point in time stuccoed, but this has deteriorated to such an extent that Y
its present appearance is somewhat mottled, nevertheless, providing a not

unattractive texture to the exterior.- The eave cornices are boxed and
have molded trim, 2nd appear to be of a later, (nineteenth century) date.
The Tavern was built on dressed stone foundation walls that rise about two
.feet above the ground line. '

[

_(see _continuation csheet 213
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. SIGNIFICANCE i AR
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) - . .
: // . . [ Pre-Columbion} {J 16th Century K3 181h Cantury [J 20th Century
! . . 3 15th Century 3 17th Century - [ 19th Century :

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) jullt circa 1755 1765

AREAS OF SICNIFICANCE {(Check One or More as Appropriste)

Abor iginal . [ Education O Political - 03 Urben Plenning
D'F:nhis'otie - O Engineering . (] Religion/Phi- "~ ° O Other (Spacity)
[0 Bisteric T 3 1nduatry o . o l;xophy . .

. a Ag.ri.=ultun _. [X Invention (X Scisnce

B9 Architecture : | ] Londsécpn O Sculpfun.

O Art Architacture [X@ Sociol/Human-

X} Commerce ) 0 Literoture . itorion

[ Communicotions, 0 Military ’ .. [_"_] Thoe.!.:r

O Conssrvetion - O Music ) Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Georoe Washington House gained its reputation throuOh an assumption
that '"'George Washington slept here.!" Research in primary sources has
shown that. the extant structure was never a tavern during Washington's
lifetime although it is possible that he stayed in the frame Indian
Queen Tavern which was located next to the George Washington House. The
structure under consideration received its present name before 1878 when J
it was being used as a hotel. (The historian of the structure, John
Walton, has theorized that the patrlotlg.fervor of the centennial sug-
. "gested the name to the owners. )

The George Washlngton House is hls;OIlcally significant for a variety of .
reasons. It has been closely associated with a number of important
personages and events and it has served the community of Bladensburg
.for more than two hundred years in a multitude of “ays.

P S0 e e st

INSTRUCTIONS

The structure stands today.as ‘the last surviving.femnant of a social and '
commercial complex established by Jacob Wirt in Bladensburg during the
early 1760's. This complex included a store (represented by a portion of
the present-day George Washington House), a billiard hall, a tavern, a

~ counting house, a blacksmith's shop, and a number of other supporting .
buildings. Between 1774 and 1783 the George Washington House.and the - :
rest of Wirt's social and commerc1al complex were rented and Tun by Pcter
Carnes. Carnes was responsible for the first authenticated balloon
ascents-either manned or unmanned - in the United States. His early
experiments in ballooning and the first unmanned ascents of his balloon
took place in Bladensburg where he resided. On June 24, 1784 Carnes’
delighted a2 crowd in Baltimore by sending aloft his home-made balloon i
with a thirteen year old boy aboard named Edward Warren. This ‘representec
the first authenticated manned balloon ascent in the United States -

coming less than a year after the first manned balloon ascent in world
history. .

" weeaT SRdeWRe

'S EE

On October 25, 1792 the George Washington House was“sold along with
about five sixths of Lot 6 in Bladensburg. The sale was made in accord- i
~dance with an act .of the Maryland Assembly in order to provide for the }
further cducation of William Wirt, the minor son of the deceased Jacob
Wirt, in the field of law. This was the same William Wirt vho later
became onc of the most prominent attorney generals of the United States. :
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(sce continuation sheet 1)




(- - - .

= . . ’ . ’ - C [~
Form 10-3000 UMTEDSTATESDEPARIMENTQFWHEIN*EmOﬁ STATE - :
Uuly 1969) . o NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . : Maryland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC. PLACES - COUNTY .
] - Prince Gepree's
INYENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. ENTRY NUMBER DATE
. (Continuation Sheet) #1

(Number all entriee)

. : George Waéhington"House

Number 7. Description continued.

The main part of the two-story rear ying, that.closest to the.ma@n house,
is .of an undertermined age, although its exterior appearance 1nd1cate§ a
possible early or mid-nineteenth century date of construction. All.ox
jts exposed exterior wall surface is completely stuccoed.and therg is no
readily-apparent evidence to indicate what its construction material ray
- be. In the early and mid-twentieth century this wing was -extended by

additions of rooms and porches at both the west end and south side.

At present the George Washington House.stands vacant and completely boarded
up. Its structural condifion appears sound although there 1is some dete-

joration of both brickwork and exterior framing.

Number 8. Significance coritinued.

In May of 1894 the George Washington House was again brought into close
association with a national figure. On May 14, 1894, Jacob Coxey and his
army of reformers descended upon the George Washington House which had been
‘serving the town of Bladensburg and its environs as a tavern and hotel
extended the courtesy of free rooms .in the hotél itself, while the rank and
~file of Coxey's Army pitched tents in the backyard. The stay of Coxey's
Army at the George Washington House was rather brief, for on May 18, 1894
torrantizal rains struck the Blademsburg area causing the-flood watexrs of the
Eastern Branch to overflow their banks and engulf the lower lying areas of
the town. The flood rcsulted in the thorough drenching of Coxey's Army and

led -to its departure on May 20, 1894, from the friendly but wet George
Washington House. o : : :
The_George'Washington House is also notable for its more than 200 years

of service to the Town of Bladensburg as a store from circa 1763 until IS09
or later; as a private hohe from circa 1832 to 1854, again as a storc frenm
1854 until 1857, as a tavern, hotel and store from 1857 to 1858 (and
possible until the middle 1860's), and as a tavern and hotel from 1871 until
relatively recent times. It is little wender -then.that the George lashingtion
has become a local landmark with a rich and distirctive history of its own
composed of both historical facts and homespun' lepend. . :
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Form 10-300e . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

Usly 1969) NAT\ONAL- PARK S‘ERV!CE . . Ma:{;vl-and
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 'cou"TY
A . Prince Gonrge's
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)  #9

”

(Number all entries) .
' - George Washington House '

Number 9. Méjor Bibiibgraphical References continued.

' Chancery Records, Liber 61, folios 231-241. Maryland Hall of Records,

Annapolis, Maryland. . .

Corporation of Bladensburg Tax Book for 1875 to 1890. Original in the
possession of Ylrs. Felix Cristofane, Bladensburg, Maryland.

Federal Censuses 1750-1870 for Prince Georges County, Maryland. National
Archives, Washington, D. C. | '

Federal Direct Tax of 1798 for Prince Georges County, Maryland. Maryland
Hzll of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

Laws of Maryland, November Session 1791, Chapter XLVIII. Maryland Hall of
Records, Annapolis, Maryland. . : LT :

Maryland, Delaware and District of Coli—bia State Gazetter and Business
Directorv 1906-1907. Baitimore: R. L. Polk.2nd Co., 5Z21.

Marylancd Journal and Baltimore Advertiser, June 15, 22, and 25, 1784.

Mciurry, Donald L. Cozey's Army: A Szucy of,the Industrial Army Hovement

. of 1854. Seattle, Washington: University of Washington, 1968

(originally published in 19287. ’ .

Milbank, Jeremiah Jr. The First Century of Flight in America: An
Introductory Survev. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1945.

Montgomery County Orphans Court Record Books. Maryland Hall of Records,
Annapolis, Maryland. : : :

Number 11. Form Prepared By continued.

John Waltondr. = . _ " January 1974 -
7606 Woodyard Road N : _
Clinton, . i Maryland ’ _ 24
1J. Richard Rivoire. - _ . Januarf 1974

Field Surveyvor _
Maryland Historical Trust G-
2525 Riva Road '

_{Annapolis, ) ' o Maryland = - 24
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L,  [3. #AJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 5 3
y"— o, .
/ . PR
. Archives of Maryland, Volume LXXIL, pp. 28 and 355-356. Maryland Hall of PG 652
4 r Records, Annapolis, Maryland. '
o Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of Prince
AN George Maryland. Compiled by G. M. Hopkins, Philadelphia, 1878.
: Brown Book, IV, Nos. 14 and 15, Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis,
Maryland. '
B Chancery Papers Number 5130. Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
- . (see continuation sheet #2)
| - :
ﬁc- "GEQOGRAPHICAL DATA - S e e .
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODORDINATES ’ LATITUPE ANC LONGITIDE CODROINATES
' DEFINING A RECTANGLE LDCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING The CenTER PDINT OF A PHOPERTY
. T . R _ _DF LESS THAN TEN ACRES . .
- CDRNER LATITUDE ' LDNGITUDE LATITUDE . LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrgeos Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° - ° ' - _ 56 -+ 28- 76 « 56 + 28-
» NE © . - © » - . .
\" K SE o ) - © ) ) -
% SW. o . . o . - ]
'1' APPRDXIMATE ACREAGE DF NOMINATED PROPERTY: one acre o
" ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNGARIES
STATE: CDDE | COUNTY coDE ™
m
STATE: CDDE | CDUNTY: CODE
STATE: CDODE | COUNTY: coDE =
w
STATE: CDDE | CODUNTY: CDDE -
1 A
71. FORM PREPARED BY c
MNAME AND TITLE:
0O
John A. Styer: (see_continuation-sheet
ORGANIZATION N _ : DATE -
e Prince Gearge's .Jaycees, Inc January 1974 -
- STREET AND NUMBER: i - ’ o
3 9307 Bandera Street z
a CITY DR TOWN: STATE CODE
A Lanham Maryland 24
4 F{?. ‘STATE LIRISON OFFICER CERTIFICAYION 1 Z NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION -
5 As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- . . o )
i tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this proper.ty is included in the
¥ :' ’ _89-665), { hereby nominate this proper'ty fc;r inclusion _N.stxonal Reggter.
* .
2 in the National Register and certify that it has been
N : ’,
DS . svaluated according té the c-iteria and procedures set i
3‘*‘ forth by the National Park Service. The recommended "
w Y L Py it . . Director, Office of Archeology and Hiatoric Preservation
" . level of significance of this nomination is: S N !
B> National [ State [ Local [} ‘
?/ N . . ~ |
s ‘ Eate !
ah e Name TT
o P TEST:
f : Orlando Ridout IV : A )
ey : ]
“ Titte _State Historic Preservation
" Officer = T “Kevpor of Tho Natianal Redinior
. o _ . L
«
ek . * pate  May 28, 1974 Date
I LA . ] GPOQ 831.882
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for
NATIONAL REGIS or HISTORIC DIRPIONAYL PARKS SERVICE
1. NAME T ““p“-m; N . L . T
C OMMON:
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Indian Maid Tavern or Georoeo Was Dlﬂ on House
[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMEER:

4302 Baltimore Avenue (Alternate U.S. Route 1)
CITY OR TOWN!
Bladenshurg R
STATE COUNTY: !
Maryland Prince Geoerce's i
[3. CLASSIFICATION o
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One)
{7] District E% Building ] Public Public Acquisition: {J Occupied Yes:
3 site [ Structure =3 Privote {30 In Process ? Unoccupind O Restricted
[ Object O Both [J Being Considered w3 Pressevetion work L Usesiricied
in progress L3 Ke
PRESENT USE (Check One or Mcre &5 Apprapriate) -
M Acricultural 1 Gavarnmans ™ Bart T3 Trauspariviion 00 Conana
3 Commercial [ Industrial {7} Privete Residence (7] Other (Spacify) S
[ Educational (O Military {1 Reiigicus .
”) Entertoinment T3 Museum 3 Sciertific — e e
l4. OWHER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S N AME: T e T T T e o
Prince George's County Jr, Chamber of Commerce .
STREET AND NUMEB ER:
3806 38th Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Brentwood Marylan
[5. COCATION OF LEGAL LESCRIPTION T
COURTHOUSE, REGISTHY OF DEEDS, ETC: T =
Prince George's Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CiITY OR TOWN: STATYTE
Upper Marlhoro Maryland
_Title Reference c s T B S
‘6 REPRESENTATICN ¢ £ 515 .
ITiTLE OF SURVEY: *— T N N
| Historic American Puildings Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: s el [ Siate (0 County 1 Locul ]
LlrJrf‘SlTORY FOR ‘?U. VLY REIORDS: ) B
‘Library of Ceonoress
tT‘*‘m‘D NUME_\LJ\ - b o T - T T T _’w{
Nﬁﬂ;;t Street hbetwoeen 12, Copirtel § wonue SE
CITY OR TOwWN: - - I Y B
B Wnshington, N |
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ETRIFTION
PTION

T T (¢Cieck Oney
7] Excelieat (] Good [} Fair [0 Deteriorated (] Reina 7 Unexposed
CONDITION (Cheack Ore) (Chack Cric)
1 Altered ] Unalrersd [] Moved "1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is a five.bay wide brick structure
with external end chimneys. There are three dormer
windows with classical detailing on the main (east)
facade. The building is laid up in common bond; over
the openings are flat brick arches while the sills
are wooden., On the south end, the door and window have
segmental relieving arches., The rear (west) facade has
two dormer windows; a later frame addition hides most
of this facade. On the north end, a scgmental arch
indicates a former doorway.

The foundation is stone. There is a shed roof
across the facade. On the ends, the glazed headers are
visible although on the facade,paint obscures them, The
large size of the central sccond floor opening on the
east facade indicates its former use as a doorway.

On the south chimney stack "George Washington House,
1732" is painted.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check Qe or Mlcie &5 Appiogdale)
] Pre-Columbian 7] Yéth Century {3 8th Century 7 205h Ceatury
[ 15th Century i) i7th Century 3 191h Century

e s e itk e A i e

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checx One or liure as Appiopriate)

Abor iginal '} Education 3 Politicy! {3 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [1 Engineering ) Religion/Phi. {7J Other (specify)
[ Historic ] industry loscohy
[ Agriculivee 7 inventian [ Scierica
[ Architectuie {7 Lendscope {7 Sculpture I
] Art Architeciure {1 Socicl/Muman-
[ Commerce [ Literature itaricn o
[ Communiceations 3 Military [J Theater
[ Canservation ) Music EZ Transporiation

STATEMENT OF SIGN!FICANCE

Fred Demar (President, Prince George's County Historical

Society) places the building c. 1750, based on research done
by a University of Maryland student.

OTHER: The Prince George's County Jaycees are planning to
restore the building as a muscum and/or office.

-—— Although the date 1732 has been ascribed to the building,
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[7o. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUOE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES - : T
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY £ DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
7 OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Secands | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minuics  Seconds Degrees  Minutes Seconds !
NW (-] . » [+ ) " [+ ) - o . L
NE -] [ " -] . "
SE -] . L] -] [ -
oW o f " ° B -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
‘Acreage Justification:
i
1
|
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
[13. FORY PREPARED BY
NAME ANO TITLE:
. . . .
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION CATE
. -
M-NCPPC 3/2/73
STREET ANO NUMBER:
. .
8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: 5TATE
Silver Spring Marvliand

12, ..
”*jétate Liaison Officer

Review:

(Office Use

Only)

Significance cof this property is:
- ] ] .

National State I.ccal

Signature
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GEORGE WASHINGTON HOUSE

{INDIAN QUEEN TAVERN)
(69-2)
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NAME GEORGE WASHINGTON HOousE

LOCATION #3023 Balkimore Ave,, Bladensburs , Md.
FACADE SE

PHOTO TAKEN 3/@)73 M DWYER
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NAME GEoRGE wASHINToN HOUSE
LOCATION 4302 RBaltimore Ave, Bladensburg , Md,

FACADE NE
PHOTO TAKEN 3 /a [73 M DWYER
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